
New England Chapter APWA 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – March 16, 2016 

O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester, MA 
 
1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by President Perry.  Roll was called.   
 
2. Concerns, etc. – Perry asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding anything 
attached to the meeting package.  None. 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
 
a. Approval of minutes – The February 17, 2016 minutes were reviewed/no corrections made. 
 
b. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Connors circulated a report summarizing current income and 
expenses.  She said she has close to $12,000 in checks to deposit so the balance is over $62,000, a 
substantial increase from this time last year. 
 
c. Finance Committee – Webb reported the Comm. had received, reviewed and approved the Summer 
Conference budget.  A Board vote will be taken under items removed from consent agenda.  YP 
Gallagher electronically sent info for an upcoming event in April.  Also rec’d hand out regarding the 
NPWWL.  
 
d. Delegates – No report. 
 
e. Board Members Report –No report. 
 
f. Spring Conference. – Webb reported registrations and agenda have been mailed out and are posted on 
web page.  Eighteen combined sponsorships so far with 40 table top spaces available.  Ten rooms were set 
aside at the Marriott and already booked so ten additional were added.  Daring asked if speakers had been 
notified and they have been.  Yanulis asked about contact for folks wanting booths, Webb reported 
Howard was handling. 
 
g. Spring Mechanics – Connors reported Collins is all set with April workshop but wanted to know 
about workshops for the Summer Conference and VT.  Summer Conf. undecided at this time.  Perry 
asked if there was enough interest to hold in VT and Sheltra said she had not heard from either committee 
member Collins or Floyd.  She will reach out.  Webb recommended an area near White River Junction 
thus involving sections of NH as well.  Yanulis asked Sheppard if it would make sense to include NHPW, 
he said he’d check and Blomquist said a connection could be made with Lebanon.  Sheltra will look into 
finding a central location. 
 
h. Education – Daring had no updates.  They are all set up for the conferences and will prepare a Call for 
Presentations for the November Snow & Ice. 
 
i. Awards – Benevento said there were 23 awards submitted plus one that did not go as part of the 
Chapter.  Snow & Ice submittal was turned down.  Next is the email for Chapter Awards for the 
NPWWL.  A brochure for nominations will be sent electronically within the next couple of weeks.    
Perry thanked the Committee for all their hard work. 
 
j. Scholarship – McNeil reported he spoke with Westerling and baton is in mid-air!  Hoping to get 
everything completed by the beginning of April.  Asked about Chapter budget for awards, timing, number 
of awards.  Perry et al discussed and explained breakdown.  
 
k. Membership – Garro said they had a good turnout at the RIPWA Conference and there are no Pez left.  
Lots of interest in the NASC and he has seen an increase in membership due to NASC.  Joint meeting 
with the PWAC scheduled for 3/31/16 in BETA Office in Norwood.  Garro looking for Chapter 
envelopes and Connors said she only had about 100 left so he should have some printed at ABS Printing.  
 



l. Sponsors – Yanulis reported the letters have gone out with updates, Welcome Grille and Thursday 
Night Entertainment options.  He thanked Molly Otero for all her help.  Meeting to follow with phone 
calls and he will get Gold Sponsor logos to Benevento for the web page.  Connors said they should be 
forwarded to Piacentini.  (Benevento is not on Web Committee).  Next meeting is scheduled for 3/22/16. 
 
m. Newsletter – Garro said “Spotlight” info will be coming from Monahan in a few days.  Waiting on 
President Perry’s message and then the Chatter should be ready to go the beginning of April.  It was 
decided the Chatter will be going back to a printed copy, not an email distribution. 
  
n. Technical Committee – Riccio said he has only received Transportation info, so he will send a letter 
to reintroduce himself so he will hopefully get on the Technical Committee. 
 
o.  NPWWL – Connors reported Committee met with Venezia coordinator and the meal and venue set up 
is in place.  Luncheon speaker and the 10-11 session speaker have been locked in as well.  Benevento said 
depending on the number of National Awards we received would determine how many we would be 
distributing at the luncheon.  In the interest of time and keeping to the schedule, emcee Moylan will be 
asked to be sure to move the program along in a timely fashion. 
 
p. PWAC – Piacentini first reported that we had two new members to this committee Jerry Mee and 
Willie Paulitz.  She said at the last meeting it was discussed and decided to use a new slogan to get the 
message out to the public about public works.  That message will be “Public Works Makes It Happen”.  
This is also the slogan we will use on the candy bars for the NPWWL.  Benevento mentioned that we had 
talked about what colors would stand out and the committee was polled and decided on black and yellow.  
Discussions ensued regarding adding NEAPWA logo, bumper sticker vs magnetic, and possibility of 
soliciting for donations, etc.  All to be discussed at the next combined PWAC/Membership Meeting to be 
held late March.  Aimee Couture (bless her soul) has pricing.  Piacentini then reminded everyone to 
please get their NPWW Proclamations to her and Sheltra said she has VT, Perry/NH, Veselka/CT, 
Riccio/RI and Benevento/MA.  Proclamations will be posted on Constant Contact.  Benevento mentioned 
our “footage”, featured PSA video for cities and towns, and what is the message??? Hadley reiterated our 
discussions and the possible interest of Dunkin’ Donuts – “America runs on Dunkin’” using “Public 
Works runs on Dunkin’”. 
 
q. Web Page Committee – Barber said there was a committee conference call scheduled for the next day 
to discuss and identify “gaps” in the web page.  Updates to the President’s Message, Board member bios, 
and links to the Chatter are priorities.  Veselka and Webb would like to discuss the visibility for Sponsors 
and Gallagher mentioned a YP has been updating info on web page and has been working with Leger on 
how to move forward and will continue to work with Barber. 
 
r. Summer Conference – Merson said the Committee has been meeting, nailed down a budget, which 
was submitted to the FinCom, passed and forwarded to the EC Board.  At National’s request, waivers will 
be signed for the Golf Tournament and the cost for each player will be $54.00 w/cart.  There will also be 
a spot on the registration form for an invitation for a donation for the Welcome Grille and ‘Thursday 
Night events.  The cost for lodging is $340/double and $470/single which includes lodging and meals.  
Registration is separate and the incoming National President will receive a gratis registration. Connors 
questioned complaints she had received regarding the “cold” food at last year’s conference and Merson 
explained it was the fault of the committee and not the LHI.  Connors also mentioned there were issues 
over lack of Executive Board presence welcoming the NEAPWA registrants.  Webb said there were 
discussions to reinstate the Head Table with the Executive Committee taking charge of the program and 
welcoming registrants.    
 
s. Congress Dinner –  Once again the discussion was about whether a meal or “heavy hors d’oeuvres” 
was appropriate for the Congress Chapter Dinner in Minneapolis.  Many on the Board agree that a lighter 
fare, with a reduced ticket price, is more appropriate after a few days of overindulging at other events.  
Garro understands the situation will work with Reynolds and report back to the Board with 
recommendations and a budget.  
 
t. 2016 S&I Conference – Veselka said the event is 10 weeks out and there is over $11,5400 in 
donations.  Working on speaker gifts and a notice for volunteers will be going out next week.  He said 



National registrations is going well and we are ahead of the Grand Rapids and Cincinnati folks for 
attendance. The only negative is the cancelation of the Brainard Field Tour and we are staying with only 
the other two venues.  Webb said with all the Chapter expenses (speaker gifts, etc.), we need to reach out 
to all the communities to buy tix for the event.  Roy reported at this time, we are closer to $13,000. 
 
u. 2016 Snow & Ice Roadeo – Mattscheck is planning a committee meeting within the next few weeks to 
prepare a budget for submission to the FinCom. 
 
v. YP Report - Gallagher reported the NEAPWA YPs are having a joint Poo and Brew event with 
NEWWA and NEWEA YPs on April 21st at the Henry King Wastewater Facility in Framingham.  The 
event features a mixed tour of the design and construction of water, wastewater, and pedestrian and 
roadway infrastructure improvements.  Food/drinks following at Jack’s Abbey.  Price for the event will be 
$15.00.  (See attached flyer). 
 
w. Professional Development – Blomquist is in the process of setting up meetings with Norwich and 
would like to jump start with 1-2 students.  Also putting together an Advisory Group.  Bobinsky from the 
NE Inst. will be joining this committee. 
 
The above consent items were approved on a motion by Benevento/Webb. 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Hadley/Barrett and approved, to accept Summer Conference budget and approval 
for a $500 deposit for tent. 
 
5. Other Business and Correspondence 
Donation – Roger Mullins. 
A motion was made by Benevento/Hadley and approved to make a contribution of $200.00 to a charity in 
memory of Past Chapter President Roger Mullins. 
 
6. Adjournment. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Hadley/Webb. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 


